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We extend a heartfelt 
thank you to all of our 
supporters. In 2014 we 
donated almost 1.2 
million pounds of free 
fresh produce to our 
neighbors in need. Our 
goal is to continue to 
donate well over 
1 million pounds of fresh 
fruits and vegetables each 
year to those facing 
hunger. We are honored 
by the recognition we 
received from the CNN 
Heroes program and the 
Ford Motor Company Go 
Further Everyday Heroes 
program. None of our 
accomplishments would 
be possible without our 
unsung heroes, our 
volunteers and donors. 

Thank you for helping us serve those in need. 



 

 

America’s Grow-a-Row saw another year of continued sustainable growth in 2014 in all areas of our 
thriving 501(c)(3) organization. As a dynamic grassroots organization, America's Grow-a-Row is 
impacting the entire state of New Jersey by addressing the complex problems of hunger and food 
insecurity through an approach that integrates the efforts of an extensive network of volunteers (nearly 
4,000 in 2014); the growing, gleaning, and distribution of free fresh, healthy produce; and the 
implementation of a comprehensive hunger and nutrition education program. Our multi-level 
approach to addressing the hunger and nutrition crises makes us unique. We are the only organization 
in New Jersey tackling these issues from multiple angles.  

Over 1 Million Pounds of Produce Donated Each Year 

In 2014 we donated almost 1.2 million pounds of free fresh produce to our neighbors in need, an 
increase from 860,000 pounds in 2013 (compared to 328,000 in 2012). Our goal is to donate over 1 
million pounds of free, fresh produce each year to those facing hunger. The fresh food we grow, glean, 
and harvest at America’s Grow-a-Row is donated to hunger relief agencies across the state of New 
Jersey, including the Community FoodBank of New Jersey, Franklin Township Food Bank in Somerset, 
Somerset Food Bank Network, Flemington Area Food Bank, Cathedral Kitchen in Camden, Interfaith 
Food Pantry of Morris County, Community Soup Kitchen of Morristown, and many other local hunger 
relief agencies. Our volunteers also pick up excess produce that would otherwise go to waste from local 
grocery stores year-round and deliver it to a variety of hunger relief agencies. America’s Grow-a-Row is 
New Jersey’s leading service organization dedicated to growing and gleaning fresh, healthy produce 
for donation to hunger relief agencies throughout the state.  
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We have donated over 3.75 million pounds of free,  

fresh produce since our inception in 2002. 



 

Capital Campaign 

America’s Grow-a-Row is in the midst of a $2 
million capital campaign to purchase the 150-acre 
farm where our organization is headquartered in 
Pittstown, New Jersey and to make property 
upgrades and acquire equipment, including an 
additional building, building renovations, and 
farm equipment. The farm is owned by a third 
party who signed a 2-year lease for purchase 
agreement with America’s Grow-a-Row. America’s 
Grow-a-Row recently received matching grant 
funds in the amount of $1.25 million to assist in 
the securing of the farm and to support ongoing 
operations. We are diligently seeking funding to 
fulfill the requirements of the matching grant 
opportunity. Securing this property will enhance 
our ability to donate fresh produce to our 
neighbors in need throughout New Jersey as we 
expand our reach. 

 

Community FoodBank of New Jersey Partnership 

America’s Grow-a-Row’s unprecedented partnership with the Community FoodBank of New Jersey 
(CFBNJ), New Jersey's largest hunger relief agency, enables our produce to reach all corners of the state. 
CFBNJ has never before partnered with or provided support to another organization at this level, and 
this partnership is ensuring greater distribution efficiency and enabling us to increase the number of 
youth from low-income areas who participate in our education programs. In 2014 we donated almost 1 
million pounds of fresh fruits and vegetables for distribution by CFBNJ, compared to 665,000 pounds in 
2013 and 193,000 pounds in 2012. CFBNJ received bumper crops of corn, tomatoes, green peppers, 
broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, potatoes, sweet potatoes, and winter squash as well as gleaned 
nectarines, apples, and peaches.    

 “Our foundation has been active with 
providing significant grants to America’s 

Grow-a-Row since 2006. America’s Grow-a-
Row’s management has never 

disappointed us and has always met or 
exceeded their goals each and every year. 
The contributions America’s Grow-a-Row 

makes to the education and the health 
needs of the less fortunate people in our 
area by providing nutritious produce is 
unprecedented. This is why America’s 

Grow-a-Row has consistently represented 
the largest beneficiary of our foundation. 
Likewise, we are proud to be the largest 

grantor of America’s Grow-a-Row.” 
  

Chairman and CEO 
Anonymous Private Foundation 



This partnership was successful in providing more than 625 elementary-school children with a day of 
hands-on education about nutrition, healthy eating, and farming. The children spend a day at our farm 
harvesting free produce to take home to their families and communities, reviewing the nutritional 
benefits of fresh fruits and vegetables, playing games, and learning about agriculture and the necessity 
of preserving farmland and the environment. 

 

Expanded Free Farm Market Program  

In 2014 we significantly increased the impact of the Free Farm Market program that we run in poverty-
stricken New Jersey cities and “food deserts” – areas that lack access to fresh, affordable produce.  
America’s Grow-a-Row expanded our Newark and Jersey City Free Farm Market program to run every 
week, an increase from every other week in years past, while continuing our existing Free Farm Market 
in Camden. America’s Grow-a-Row set up a new Free Farm Market in Trenton as part of the Rx for 
Health initiative developed in collaboration with the Henry J. Austin Health Center; Isles, Inc.; New 
Jersey Partnership for Healthy Kids; and Rutgers Cooperative Extension. We work with agencies, 
churches, and community groups to set up markets that allow local residents in need to come and 
select produce at no cost. We offer a solid selection of free healthy produce for those suffering from 
hunger and provide instruction on how to prepare these new food options in order to reduce major 
health risks and improve the overall health of these communities. The fresh fruits and vegetables 
provided by America’s Grow-a-Row contain essential vitamins and minerals that help protect our clients 
and their families from chronic diseases, childhood obesity, diabetes, cardiovascular risks, and even 
certain cancers. 

As part of the Free Farm Market program, we bus the children we serve to our farm during the summer 
months to participate in our Growing Healthy Kids Farm Days. Like the children who visit our farm 
through our partnership with CFBNJ, the children spend a day harvesting free produce to take home to 
their families and communities, reviewing the nutritional benefits of fresh fruits and vegetables, playing 
games, and learning about agriculture and the necessity of preserving farmland and the environment.   

 

“This partnership was made in heaven. The ability to 
live a healthy life by eating fresh produce should be 

all-inclusive and not withheld from some because 
of their financial status.”  

 
 Jerry Walker, CEO, Team Walker 



On a Saturday morning during an America’s Grow-a-Row Free Farm Market in Jersey City, an elderly 
woman was waiting for her bag of free produce along with 200-300 other local residents. In Jersey City 
the line for America’s Grow-a-Row produce forms early, and after being in line for an hour or two, the 
senior citizen passed out. Fortunately the woman was given proper medical attention and was all right. 
She passed out not because of the heat or the strain of standing in line for such a long time but because 
she suffers from diabetes. The woman waits in line at our Free Farm Market not only because she 
struggles to put food, let alone expensive fresh produce, on her table but also because fresh fruits and 
vegetables simply are not available in her neighborhood. In addition, this woman cannot afford the 
medication for her diabetes, and the only way she can regulate her blood sugar is by eating healthy 
foods like the fruits and vegetables she receives from America’s Grow-a-Row. America’s Grow-a-Row 
feeds those who are faced with hunger and improves the health and lives of the folks we serve… 
 
(From the Free Farm Market at Team Walker in Jersey City) 



 

America’s Grow-a-Row piloted a program in 2013 to 
arrange volunteer events for the recipients of our produce 
so that they can harvest fresh food for others in need. This 
opportunity to participate in a volunteer capacity enables 
those we serve to give back to the program in a fulfilling 
and meaningful way. In 2013 a group of 55 recipient 
volunteers came to our farm and harvested fresh 
vegetables to be donated to other communities in need. 
This initiative was very well received, and in 2014 five 
groups totaling 240 recipient volunteers came to our farm 
to harvest watermelons, apples, string beans, corn, 
cabbage, tomatoes, and hot peppers to be distributed at 
the Free Farm Markets in their own communities and to 
others in need. 

America’s Grow-a-Row surveys our Free Farm Market 
clients as an evaluative measure to better meet the needs 
of our produce recipients. These surveys enable us to 
understand what prevents our clients from eating fresh 
produce on a regular basis, what types of fresh produce 
they enjoy and can effectively prepare, how our fresh 
produce is improving their long-term health, and so on. 

Education Programs 

America’s Grow-a-Row conducts educational programs on the field during the planting and harvesting 
seasons and off the field year-round. In 2014 we provided nearly 7,000 people of all ages with a hands-
on educational experience focusing on the hunger crisis, healthy eating and nutrition, and agriculture. 
At America’s Grow-a-Row we find that the need for our education programs is great. For example, many 
children who participate in our Growing Healthy Kids Farm Days or participate in our classroom 
presentations are unfamiliar with a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables because their families have 
never been able to afford them. In fact, we have worked with teenagers who have never eaten a fresh 
vegetable. We educate these children about different types of fresh produce and about the benefits of 
healthy eating with the goal that they learn to make healthy choices whenever possible. We then make 
deliveries and set up Free Farm Markets in their neighborhoods to supply them with the fruits and 
vegetables that they and their families need. We also find that many school children who volunteer 
with America’s Grow-a-Row or participate in our classroom hunger education program are unaware of 
the hunger problem that exists in their own towns, throughout the state, and nationally. We teach 
these children about the hunger crisis and then give them a hands-on opportunity to be part of the 
solution.       

 

 “The Community FoodBank 
of New Jersey is proud of 

and grateful for its 
partnership with America’s 
Grow-a-Row, which yields 
approximately 1 million 

pounds of the more than 6 
million pounds of fresh 

produce we distribute each 
year. This collaboration is 
an important part of the 

FoodBank’s commitment to 
ensuring the nutritional 

quality of the groceries we 
provide to those in need.” 

  
Kathleen DiChiara 
President and CEO 

Community FoodBank of New Jersey 





 

 
"It has been a privilege to be part of America’s Grow-a-Row. It has taught me that 

hunger doesn't discriminate and that all individuals deserve the dignity of having 
healthy options." 

 
Marcelo DaSilva, Volunteer 

In Conclusion 

In 2014 America’s Grow-a-Row donated nearly 1.2 million pounds of fresh produce to those in need 
with the help of almost 4,000 volunteers, and we educated approximately 7,000 people through our on
-the-field and off-the-field programs. Also in 2014, Chip Paillex, President and Founder of America’s 
Grow-a-Row, was named a CNN Hero and a Ford Motor Company Go Further Everyday Hero. The CNN 
Hero program is an initiative that honors everyday people for their selfless, creative efforts to help 
others, and Ford’s Go Further Everyday Hero program spotlights individuals who help our communities, 
our neighbors, and our world. 

All of our accomplishments are made possible by our growing team of volunteers and donors. Our 
volunteers included groups from many of New Jersey’s largest corporations, including Johnson & 
Johnson, Merck, Unilever, Bank of America, Sanofi, Prudential, ExxonMobil, Mars, Nielsen, Novartis, 
GlaxoSmithKline, Optum (formerly UnitedHealthcare), AT&T, Marriott, Ericsson, ITG (Investment 
Technology Group), Janssen, Greenman-Pedersen, Inc., Artcraft Health, Morgan Stanley, Ingredion, 
IKEA, Symrise, and Farm Credit among others. 

America’s Grow-a-Row continues to gain the confidence of numerous private and corporate 
foundations, and funding from these foundations accounted for approximately 69% of America’s Grow-
a-Row’s total revenue in 2014. At the completion of our 2014 audit, it has been determined that 88% of 
our total expenses were programming related, an increase from 86% in 2013. America’s Grow-a-Row 
conducts an Annual Fund Campaign that occurs in the late fall, hosts a volunteer recognition Barn 
Dance, and plans several fundraising events throughout the year. In 2014 America’s Grow-a-Row held 
our second annual Farm to Fork fundraiser and raised $42,000; held our second annual Pennies 4 
Produce fundraiser and raised $9,400; and launched our Perennial Club Membership program, offering 
a variety of membership support levels.  





 

Financials 



ASSETS 2014 2013 

Current Assets:   

Cash   $ 560,001 $ 228,469 

Cash restricted to land and capital improvements  $ — $ 54,150 

Grants receivable  $ 45,000  $ 183,593 

Prepaid expenses and other current assets  $ 6,729  $ 8,563 

Total Current Assets  $ 611,730  $ 474,775 

   

Land, Property and Equipment, Net $ 1,258,305 $ 1,127,210 

   

Other Assets:   

Intangible assets, net  $ 483  $ 533 

Total Other Assets  $ 483  $ 533 

   

TOTAL ASSETS  $ 1,870,518  $ 1,602,518 

   

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS   

Current Liabilities:   

Current portion of long-term debt  $ 40,000  $ 40,000 

Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $ 16,144  $ 22,697 

Credit cards payable  $ 3,233  $ 950 

Deferred revenue  $ 8,000  $ 10,000 

Total Current Liabilities  $ 67,377  $ 73,647 

   

Long-Term Debt, Net of Current Portion  $ 520,000  $ 560,000 

   

Net Assets:   

Unrestricted  $ 659,276  $ 414,141 

Temporarily restricted  $ 363,865  $ 334,730 

Permanently restricted  $ 260,000  $ 220,000 

Total Net Assets  $ 1,283,141  $ 968,871 

   

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  $ 1,870,518  $ 1,602,518 

America’s Grow-a-Row Statement of Financial Position 



Chip Paillex was recognized as a Ford 
Motor Company Go Further Everyday Hero 

Ford’s Go Further Everyday Hero program 
spotlights individuals who help our 

communities, our neighbors, and our world. 

America’s Grow-a-Row Statement of Activity 

 Unrestricted 

Temporarily 

Restricted 

Permanently 

Restricted Total 

SUPPORT AND REVENUE:     

Contributions  $ 749,820  $ 344,350 $ — $ 1,094,170 

Donated produce $ 599,214  $ — $ — $ 599,214  

Special events (net)  $ 38,343  $ — $ — $ 38,343  

Contribution restricted for land use $ — $ — $ 40,000   $ 40,000  

Donated facilities, services and materials  $ 36,535  $ — $ — $ 36,535  

Rental income  $ 36,025  $ — $ — $ 36,025  

Other income  $ 853  $ — $ — $ 853  

Interest income  $ 61  $ — $ — $ 61  

Total Support and Revenue before Net Assets     

Released from Restrictions  $ 1,460,851  $ 344,350  $ 40,000  $ 1,845,201 

Net assets released from restrictions -- -- $ 315,215  ($315,215)  $ — $ — 

Total Support and Revenue  $ 1,776,066  $ 29,135  $ 40,000  $ 1,845,201 

EXPENSES:     

Program services $ 1,346,335  $ — $ — $ 1,346,335  

Management and general  $ 40,276  $ — $ — $ 40,276  

Fundraising  $ 144,320  $ — $ — $ 144,320  

Total Expenses  $ 1,530,931  $ — $ — $ 1,530,931  

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  $ 245,135  $ 29,135  $ 40,000  $ 314,270 

NET ASSETS – BEGINNING OF YEAR  $ 414,141  $ 334,730  $ 220,000  $ 968,871 

NET ASSETS – END OF YEAR     
$ 659,276 $ 363,865 $ 260,000  $ 1,283,141 

     

The CNN Hero program is an initiative that honors everyday people 
for their selfless, creative efforts to help others. 



In August 2014, Governor Christine 
Todd Whitman visited America’s Grow
-a-Row. She spoke to youth visiting 
the farm for the day through the Free 
Farm Market program. The day at the 
farm for the youth includes lessons 
on nutrition and healthy eating, fun 
games, and the opportunity to 
harvest produce they can take home 
to their families and neighbors. 

In September 2014, America’s Grow-a-Row was proud to have reached the major 
milestone of having donated 3 million pounds of farm-fresh produce to our 

neighbors in need! 

Together, our school, 
community and 
corporate teams raised 
$9,400 in 2014 with their 
creative Pennies 4 
Produce fundraising 
campaigns! 



Jackie H. Etter 
Chair 

   

Current Affiliations:  First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem/Director of Business Administration   
Past Affiliations: Vice President of America’s Grow-a-Row, Head of School for Acorn Montessori School, 
Bethlehem Presbyterian Church/Elder, AT&T  

Kevin Feeley 
Vice Chair 

   

Current Affiliations:  Bear, Wagner Specialists, LLC (retired), Delbarton School  

Gregory Johnson 
Treasurer 

   

Current Affiliations:  Greenman-Pedersen, Inc., Senior Vice President/Branch Manager 

Daniel Velez 
Secretary 

   

Current Affiliations:  Imclone Systems/VP Process Development, South Ridge Community Church   

Chip Paillex 
Trustee 

   

Current Affiliations:  President & Founder of America’s Grow-a-Row, South Ridge Community Church 
Past Affiliations:  PNC Mortgage, Bethlehem Presbyterian Church/Deacon, Unilever   

Juliana Drinane 
Trustee 

   

Current Affiliations:  Merck/Executive Director, Supply Chain Management  

Robin Hoppe 
Trustee 

   

Current Affiliations:  AT&T (retired),  Chatham Presbyterian Church  

Tim Barckholtz 
Trustee 

   

Current Affiliations:  ExxonMobil, South Ridge Community Church  

America’s Grow-a-Row 

Board of Trustees 

 

“As an America’s Grow-a-Row trustee it is a high honor working 
alongside others as dedicated as myself at getting in front of the giant 

issues of hunger and poor nutrition.”  
  

Kevin Feeley 
Vice Chair, America’s Grow-a-Row Board of Trustees 



 
150 Pittstown Road 

Pittstown, New Jersey 08867 

www.AmericasGrowaRow.org 


